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Introduction

Who is this coursebook for?
This coursebook is for students of the English language and literature course that forms 
part of the International Baccalaureate (IB) Diploma Programme. It has been written 
specifically to provide support for students who are following the new IB Language A: 
language and literature course. This is one of three courses that can be taken to meet 
the Group 1 requirement of the IB; the others are the Language A: literature course and 
the Language A: literature and performance course. 

Teachers and students following other courses or syllabuses may also find this 
coursebook useful as a pre-university course on English language and literature. 

As a student following the IB language and literature course you are likely to be a 
native or near-native speaker of English. Both the course and coursebook differentiate 
between higher level (HL) and standard level (SL). Before you take the course at HL or 
SL, you will need to know what is expected of you and what you can expect from the 
course, depending on the level you are taking.

Standard level
At SL you must have an effective level of proficiency, meaning you can understand 
demanding texts with implicit meaning. You are able to speak English fluently and 
effectively for social, academic and professional purposes.

You will be required to commit at least 150 hours to your studies over a period of 
two academic years, if you are to grasp the core principles of this course and achieve 
successful exam results at SL. This coursebook offers an introduction to these core 
principles and concepts, which you and your teacher will want to add to, using other 
literary and non-literary texts.

Higher level
At HL you should be able to express ideas fluently and precisely.  You should be able to 
construct coherent arguments in English if you are to take this course at higher level. 
Although you may have been placed in HL for reasons besides proficiency, keep in 
mind that examiners have higher expectations of HL students. The criteria and grade 
boundaries also distinguish between HL and SL.

In addition to starting out with the right level of proficiency, you will have to 
commit time to your studies. In order to fully grasp the concepts of the course and 
achieve good marks, you will need to spend at least 240 hours working on the course 
at HL.  You will need to cover all of the core principles of SL and beyond. 

What is the English language and literature course about?
In order to understand the fundamental principles of this course, try the following 
‘thought experiment’. Imagine for a moment that you are a Martian who comes to 
planet Earth. You happen to be an apt learner of languages and you quickly decipher 
the code known as English. You want to learn all that you can about the people who 
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speak and write different varieties of English, so you study Anglophone cultures: those 
cultures and regions where English is spoken and written. You travel to places like the 
UK, Ireland, the USA, Jamaica, West Africa, Australia, Singapore, India and many more. 
You pick up scraps of evidence, or  ‘texts’, that tell you about the life of the Anglophone 
world. This collection of texts consists of poems, speeches, propaganda posters, short 
stories, personal letters and news articles. Through your studies of these texts you begin 
to piece together a rough picture of what is called ‘culture’, which is to say the common 
values of a society and what it regards as literary arts.

The Martian perspective helps you approach various texts with objectivity and 
curiosity. More traditional perspectives on the subject matter of this course will also 
prove useful; concepts from the fields of linguistics, journalism, advertising and literary 
studies are relevant to the content of this course. Generally speaking the course is 
designed to increase your literacy skills, so that you can offer critical responses to a 
broad range of texts.

The coursebook is divided into four parts, which correspond to the four distinct 
parts of the course.

Part 1 Language in cultural context
In this first part of the course you will ask yourself questions such as Why are there 
different varieties of English? What do people wish to achieve through learning and speaking 
English? and What is intended in a particular text? These questions cover a range of 
topics, from language and power to dialects and social values. In this part of the course 
there is a strong emphasis on close reading as you develop textual analysis skills. By 
examining a number of non-fiction texts, you will come to understand how concepts 
such as audience, purpose, theme, content, tone, mood, stylistic devices and structure 
help us construct meaning. 

Part 2 Language and mass communication
In part 2 you will continue your study of texts and begin to understand how they are 
disseminated through various media. What constitutes good journalism? How are digital 
media changing the ways in which we interact? These are just a couple of questions you 
will answer in this part of the course. By looking at the mechanics of different texts, 
exploring rhetorical devices and studying advertising techniques, you will begin to 
understand how language is used to persuade, inform and entertain. 

Part 3 Literature: texts and contexts 
In part 3 you will study the contexts in which literary texts are written and received. You 
will establish a greater awareness of the relationship between writer, reader, culture 
and text. This will be valuable as you begin to research the contexts in which your 
part 3 literary texts were written, and you explore the different ways in which these 
texts can be read. Many of the texts in Part 3 of the coursebook have been taken from 
the prescribed list of authors (PLA). Others have been taken from the list of prescribed 
literature in translation (PLT). Reading texts in translation will help you broaden your 
scope on literature and culture.

Part 4 Literature: critical study 
The word culture means both the shared values of a society and the arts which 
that society holds in high esteem. In part 4 you will ask What makes English poetic? 
In this part of the course you are expected to gain a greater understanding of 
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the mechanics of literature, exploring various literary devices, such as imagery, 
irony and narrative voice. Through a study of these devices you will gain a greater 
understanding and appreciation of the texts you are studying in part 4. Since your 
part 4 texts have to come from the PLA, this coursebook has many examples of 
texts from this list. 

How is the course assessed? 

Part 1 Part 2 Part 3 Part 4

Title Language in 
cultural context

Language 
and mass  
communication

Literature: texts and 
contexts

Literature: critical 
study

Focus The English 
language, 
culture, identity, 
language and 
power, textual 
analysis, close 
reading skills

The media, 
journalism, 
propaganda, 
rhetoric, 
advertising 
techniques, bias, 
sensationalism

Genre, movement, 
approaches to 
literature, traditions  
of literary criticism

Literary devices 
(e.g. imagery, 
plot, conflict, 
characterisation, 
setting, symbolism, 
irony)

Texts miscellaneous 
non-fiction

miscellaneous 
non-fiction

SL
1 × PLT
1 ×  free 

choice

HL
1 × PLA
1 × PLT
1 ×  free 

choice

SL
2 × PLA

HL
3 × PLA

Assessment Written tasks 1 (SL / HL) and 2 (HL only)

Further oral activities
Paper 1

Paper 2 Individual oral 
commentary

PLA prescribed list of authors

PLT prescribed literature in translation list

free choice at SL your school’s free choice of text must have been written originally in English; at HL the 
school’s free text may be a text in translation

In the table above, you will notice that each of the four parts is assessed in a different 
way. Your work will be assessed both internally and externally. External assessment 
includes the written tasks, Paper 1 and Paper 2, which are sent to an official examiner 
for assessment. Internal assessment includes the oral exams, which are assessed in 
school by your teacher. In the end you will receive a grade from 7 to 1, where 7 is 
excellent and 1 is a failing grade.

This coursebook offers several examples of student responses to exam questions, 
transcriptions of oral presentations and examples of good practice. In order to learn 
from these, you should look at them in light of the requirements and criteria for 
each type of assessment. The outlines of course content, assessment requirements 
and criteria that follow are based on the specifications in the official IB Language A: 
language and literature guide. While these outlines are intended for quick and easy 
reference, the official document should be consulted for a more detailed understanding 
of the course. 
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Weight of assessment

External
assessment

Paper 1: Textual analysis / comparative  
textual analysis

25%

70%Paper 2: Essay 25%

Written task(s) 20%

Internal 
assessment

Individual oral commentary 15%
30%

Further oral activity 15%

Paper 1: Textual analysis / comparative textual analysis
The Paper 1 exam is different for SL and HL students. At SL Paper 1 consists of a textual 
analysis and lasts 1 hour and 30 minutes. At HL it consists of a comparative textual 
analysis and lasts for 2 hours. The exam will account for 25% of your final grade.

At SL you will be asked to analyse one of two unseen texts. These texts will be 
non-literary texts and may include images, such as advertisements or brochures. Your 
analysis will comment on the intended audience and purpose of your chosen text, as well as  
an exploration of other aspects, such as stylistic devices. There is a guiding question 
for each of the two texts, which will help you focus on a relevant aspect of analysis.

At HL you will be asked to analyse one pair from two pairs of unseen texts. These 
texts may be either literary or non-literary, though you will never be asked to compare 
two literary texts. One of the texts may include images, such as press photos or 
cartoons. Each pair of texts is thematically linked and invites comparative commentary. 
In your analysis you will comment on different aspects of the texts, such as their 
intended audiences and purposes. You will also be expected to identify and explain the 
significance of stylistic devices in the texts.

There is no word count, though you are expected to explore all aspects of the text, or 
texts, in depth. Although the exam is based on unseen texts, it is a good idea to prepare 
for this exam by practising writing textual analyses in class, with and without time 
constraints. (See Chapter 2, pages 56–66, for further guidance on Paper 1.)

Criteria

Summary of descriptors Marks available

Criterion A Understanding of the text(s)
For maximum marks, your understanding of the 
text(s) is very perceptive and you place the text(s) in 
its context. Your analysis is supported with examples 
from the text. 

5

Criterion B Understanding of the use and effects of stylistic features
For maximum marks, you can identify many stylistic 
devices and understand the effects they have on 
the reader.

5

Criterion C Organisation and development
For maximum marks, your analysis is well organised 
and structured. You integrate examples well into your 
commentary and use signposts to indicate the relation 
between ideas. Your arguments are well developed.

5
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Criterion D Language
For maximum marks, your writing style is clear and 
exact. You demonstrate an effective range of vocabulary 
and your use of grammar is appropriate and accurate. 

5

Total 20

Paper 2: Essay
In part 3 you explore literary texts in context, two at standard level and three at higher 
level. Paper 2 consists of six unseen questions, of which you have to answer one. At 
SL Paper 2 lasts 1 hour and 30 minutes. At HL it lasts for 2 hours. It is marked by an 
external examiner and accounts for 25% of your final grade.

While the six essay questions are the same at SL and HL, the responses from HL 
students are expected to have more complexity and depth. At both SL and HL you are 
expected to refer to at least two of the literary texts that you have read for part 3. You are 
not allowed to take the texts you have studied into the exam with you.

The questions may be on the relationship between the texts you have studied, their 
authors, the periods in which they were written or the styles they employ. Your essay 
must be structured and coherent and it must answer the question you have chosen. 
(See Chapter 6, pages 148–159, for further guidance on Paper 2.)

Criteria

Summary of descriptors Marks available

Criterion A Knowledge and understanding
For maximum marks, you demonstrate a perceptive 
understanding of the texts and show how 
contextual knowledge influences the ways the texts 
are read and interpreted.

5

Criterion B Response to the question
For maximum marks, you show that you have 
understood all of the implications of the question. 
Your essay answers the question with much focus 
and insight.

5

Criterion C Understanding the use and effects of stylistic features
For maximum marks, you are very aware of the 
effects of the stylistic devices on the reader. You 
support your understanding of the literary texts 
with good examples. 

5

Criterion D Organisation and development
Your essay is structured coherently and illustrations 
are well integrated. Your arguments are developed 
and the essay follows a logical sequence. 

5

Criterion E Language
For maximum marks, your use of English is effective 
and appropriate. Your use of grammar and spelling 
is accurate and your use of vocabulary is varied. 

5

Total 25
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Written tasks
You will be asked to keep a portfolio of assignments, known as written tasks. There are 
two kinds of written task, referred to as written task 1 and written task 2. 

Written task 1
Written task 1 pertains to students at both levels. It is a creative writing assignment 
of 800–1000 words in which you demonstrate an understanding of both the course 
content as a whole and a particular text type. You can write different types of texts, 
ranging from news articles to brochures. Notice that written task 1 is not an essay or 
a polemic piece that expresses your opinion. Examples in this course book of written 
task 1 responses include a letter to a government organisation (pages 24–25) and a 
tabloid newspaper feature (page 134) reporting on the events in a Shakespeare play. 

Although there is room for your own creativity and expression in written task 1, 
make sure you meet the requirements (see below) and make your work relevant to 
your course material. You must also write a rationale of 200–300 words for each written 
task 1, explaining to the examiner the thought process behind your composition.

Written task 2
For written task 2 at higher level you have to write a critical response of 800–1000 words 
to a text, either literary or non-literary, that you have studied in class. Your response must 
answer one of six prescribed questions. These questions, which you will find in the IB guide 
for Language A: language and literature (see pages 45–46), are very general and relate 
to three areas of study.

 In the first area of study (reader, culture and text) you explore the contexts in which 
your text was written and read: 
1 How could the text be read and interpreted differently by two different readers?
2  If the text had been written in a different time or place or language or for a 

different audience, how and why might it differ?
 In the second area of study (power and priviledge) you examine the representation 
of social groups, genders and/or minorities in particular texts: 
1 How and why is a social group represented in a particular way?
2 Which social groups are marginalised, excluded or silenced within the text?
 In the third area of study (text and genre) you write about the significance of form, 
structure or genre to a particular text: 
1  How does the text conform to, or deviate from, the conventions of a particular 

genre, and for what purpose?
2 How has the text borrowed from other texts, and with what effects?

Your critical response should be in the style of an academic essay with well developed 
arguments, an introduction and a conclusion. You also have to fill in a form that outlines 
your critical response, including the prescribed question, the title of the text or texts 
that you have analysed and a few key points that state the focus of your response. This 
outline will be part of the assessment (see below).

The written task or tasks that you send for external assessment will account for 20% 
of your final grade.

Throughout your studies you will keep a portfolio of written tasks. At SL you 
must include a minimum of three tasks in this portfolio. One should reflect your 
understanding of part 1 and another should relate to part 2. For the literary parts of the 
syllabus you must have written at least one written task. Two months before the exams 
you will select, together with your teacher, which one you will send to the examiner.
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HL students must include at least four tasks in their portfolio, one corresponding to 
each part of the syllabus. Two months prior to the exams, HL students submit two 
written tasks. One must relate to the non-literary parts of the syllabus. The other 
must relate to the literary parts of the syllabus. One of these final tasks for submission 
must be a written task 1. The other must be a written task 2.

Requirements

Part 1 Part 2 Part 3 Part 4

SL

Minimum number 
of tasks in portfolio 1 1 1

To submit 1

HL

Minimum number 
of tasks in portfolio 1 1 1 1

To submit 1 1

 All written tasks must be 800–1000 words. For written task 1, this word count 
excludes the rationale, which must be 200–300 words.
 Although the written tasks are externally assessed, your teacher can give you general 
feedback with an indication of a grade.
 At HL, one of the two tasks submitted must be a written task 2. It can be from either 
the language or the literature parts of the syllabus.

Criteria 

Written task 1  
(SL and HL)

Written task 2 (HL) Marks available

Criterion A Rationale 
For maximum marks, your 
rationale clearly explains 
the relation between what 
you have studied as part 
of the course and your 
written task.

Outline
For maximum marks, 
your outline offers a 
clear overview of your 
response.

2

Criterion B Task and content
For maximum marks, 
your task demonstrates 
an excellent 
understanding of the 
course. The type of text 
lends itself well to its 
content.  Your task is 
a good example of a 
particular text type.

Response to the question
For maximum marks, 
your analysis of your 
text, or texts, is insightful 
and very relevant to the 
prescribed question. You 
illustrate your arguments 
with relevant examples. 

8

Criterion C Organisation
For maximum marks, 
your task should be a 
coherent piece with an 
effective structure.

Organisation and argument
For maximum marks, 
you develop your ideas 
effectively with coherent 
structure.

5
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Criterion D Language and style
For maximum marks, 
your style should be 
appropriate for the 
task that you have 
chosen.  Your command 
of the English language 
is convincing.

Language and style
For maximum marks, 
your use of English 
is very accurate, 
using a register that 
is appropriate and 
effective. You use a 
range of vocabulary and 
sentence structures.

5

Total 20

Individual oral commentary
In the individual oral commentary, you receive a passage of text of no longer than 
40 lines from a work that you have studied for part 4 of Language A: language and 
literature. You also have two guiding questions that relate to both the language and 
the content of the passage. You must comment on the the theme of the passage, 
the stylistic devices employed and the use of language. Your approach must be well 
structured and coherent. Your teacher, or teachers, will assess your commentary, 
but a recording may be sent to an external moderator. The marks count towards 
15% of your final grade. (See Chapter 8, pages 211–222, for further guidance on the 
individual oral commentary.)

Requirements
You are not allowed to know in advance which passage you will have in the exam. 
 Once you have been given your passage, you have 20 minutes to prepare your 
commentary. You cannot take any other notes in with you. 
You must speak for at least 10 minutes on the passage without interruption.
 After the 10th minute your teacher may engage in a discussion with you to clarify any 
points you made earlier.
The moderator will not listen to anything after the 15th minute.
Your commentary is recorded.

Criteria

Summary of descriptors Marks available

Criterion A Knowledge and understanding of the text or extract
For maximum marks, you show an in-depth 
understanding of the text. Your interpretation of 
the text shows evidence of critical thinking and 
insight. The examples you choose support your 
arguments well. 

10

Criterion B Understanding of the use and effect of literary features
For maximum marks, you can identify the literary 
devices used in the text and understand their 
importance. Your commentary explores the effects of 
various devices on the text’s audience. 

10

Criterion C Organisation
For maximum marks, your commentary is well 
structured and coherent. Your examples are well 
integrated into the commentary.

5
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Criterion D Language
For maximum marks, your use of English is fluent 
and appropriate. Your use of vocabulary is varied 
and effective. You speak in complete sentences in 
an academic register.

5

Total 30

Further oral activities
To test your understanding of parts 1 and 2 of the course, you will be asked to do at 
least two further oral activities. Each further oral activity should demonstrate your 
understanding of the course content. Your teacher helps you decide on the type of oral 
performance you will give. You may want to conduct a traditional presentation, have 
a debate with another student or take on a role of a participant in a discussion. Each 
student’s performance is assessed individually by the teacher or teachers, who will be 
looking for a clear connection between the oral activity and what you have studied 
in the course. After you have finished your performance you have to write a reflective 
statement in which you comment on your efforts and your aims. The marks from your 
best performance will be sent to the IB and will account for 15% of your final grade.

Criteria

Summary of descriptors Marks available

Criterion A Knowledge and understanding of text(s) and  
subject matter or extract
For maximum marks, you are knowledgeable 
on the topics you explore and understand the 
significance of the text(s) within the context of 
these topics. 

10 

Criterion B Understanding of how language is used
For maximum marks, you show how language is 
used in the text(s) to create a certain effect on the 
reader. You can appreciate the use of various styles 
and structures for the purposes of the text(s).

10

Criterion C Organisation
For maximum marks, the structure of the activity 
is clear. If there are roles, they are clearly defined. 
Supporting examples are well integrated into the 
activity. It is organised coherently.

5

Criterion D Language
For maximum marks, your use of English is  
appropriate to the task. Your vocabulary is  
effective and varied. 

5

Total 30

The IB learner profile 
The International Baccalaureate (IB) has a learner profile outlining skills which are 
desirable in a student and which you should keep in mind throughout your course 
(and beyond!). This profile is integrated into the texts, sample student work and activities 
you will find in this coursebook. There are ten learning outcomes in the profile.



xiv

Introduction

Inquirers
You will learn several approaches to studying texts, that turn you into an inquirer. 
Part 1 covers questions you should ask of texts, such as Who is the target audience of 
this text? Why did the writer write this text? and What can be gathered from this text?  You 
will be encouraged to approach texts like a detective approaching a crime scene or an 
anthropologist approaching a foreign culture. In part 3 you research the contexts in 
which literary texts were written, learning more about different periods and places.

Knowledgeable
You must demonstrate understanding of the course content, moving from being 
inquiring to being knowledgeable. For the sample student responses in the coursebook 
the students carried out their own further research. For example, in the further oral 
activity on pages 211–222, in which two students discuss the English language, they 
refer to various texts, writers and organisations.

Thinkers
Throughout the coursebook you are asked to consider the effects of language. Since good 
thinkers look at the logic behind arguments, you will explore several persuasive texts, 
studying famous speeches such as Martin Luther King’s ‘I have a dream’ (pages 41–42) 
and by deconstructing advertisements (pages 100–107). Thinkers explore possibilities 
and interpretations of texts, which is exactly what you will do with literary texts in 
parts 3 and 4 of the coursebook.

Communicators
This coursebook stresses the importance of literacy skills, which include not only the 
ability to identify various stylistic devices in a range of texts, but also the ability to 
actively use them. The sample written tasks are perhaps the best examples of students 
applying communication tools. Other assessments, such as the further oral activities, 
also show students as communicators.

Principled
The coursebook raises many discussion points and calls on you to give your opinion. 
Rather than prescribing a set of values, this book encourages you to explore your own. 
As you discuss various texts you will be asking yourself: What is my opinion? What are 
my principles?

Open-minded
Besides being principled, you will need to keep an open mind when exploring different 
texts. The coursebook contains texts in different varieties of English from all over  
the world and from many different periods. For example, you will read call centre 
information from India (pages 4–5) and an extract from a novel about the effects of 
apartheid in South Africa (pages 186–87), and you will analyse an advert for cigarettes, 
looking at the power of persuasive language. 

Caring 
An IB learner cares about human rights. Several texts in this coursebook draw your 
attention to injustices in the world, both past and present. You will glimpse the life of a 
prisoner in the infamous former gulag system of the USSR in One Day in the Life of 
Ivan Denisovich (pages 141–42) and the inequalities of the caste system in India in 
Untouchable (pages 169–70). Another text, a manifesto for a campaign against AIDS in Africa 
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(page 106), shows a constructive solution to an urgent problem. The selection of texts in 
the coursebook will raise awareness of wider issues and social inequalities in the world.

Risk-takers
The sample student responses are good examples of students taking risks, be they in 
the analysis of a poem during an individual oral commentary or through a written task 
that criticises Ireland’s language policies. In the sample Paper 1 answers (pages 58–67), 
students analyse texts out of context, and in one further oral activity (pages 30–32), 
some students take on the roles of influential people in media and politics in the USA. 
Throughout these assessments, you need not be concerned about giving the ‘wrong’ 
answer. Rather, focus on giving well-educated responses, backing up your arguments 
with coherent explanations and examples. Dare to make your own interpretations and 
express your own ideas.

Balanced
Just as you explore both sides of every argument in Theory of Knowledge (TOK), you 
will also have to show balance and consideration throughout this course. In the sample 
further oral commentaries, you will notice that the students show respect for each 
other and demonstrate a fair balance of opinion. Sometimes in an activity you may find 
that you are even asked to voice opinions that are not your own, for the purposes of 
the debate.

Reflective
The one who should be most involved in your learning experience is you. Use the 
assessment criteria to assess your own performances and discuss your progress with 
your teacher. In this coursebook you will see how the criteria are applied to students’ 
work in the sample responses. If you compare your assessment of their work with the 
examiner’s, you will become better at reflecting on your own work.

Academic honesty
As you will have understood by now, there is an emphasis in this course on originality 
and expressiveness. Because being original is challenging, especially in an age when so 
many ideas have been expressed and posted on the Internet, it can be tempting to cut 
corners. Besides the IB learner profile, you are asked to adhere to one more principle: 
academic honesty. Here are some tips on how to avoid plagiarism, stimulate originality 
and give your work more depth.

 Before you look on the Internet or at other students’ work for help, ask yourself 
how you would respond to the task at hand. This will help stimulate creative and 
original thought.
 After you have consulted various sources, use critical judgement to assess their 
quality and usefulness. Just because something is on the Internet or in a book does 
not automatically give it validity or authority.
 If you use any ideas or statements from other people, be sure to reference your sources 
through footnotes or a bibliography. There are tools, both on-and offline, to help you 
reference your work efficiently and consistently. Spending time learning how to cite 
your sources is very worthwhile, as you will be rewarded with higher marks. 

You should not, however, be discouraged from exploring the Internet for primary 
or secondary sources. There is a wealth of resources that you can learn from. Your 
teacher will help guide you through this forest of information. Remember that the 
task of research, far from being daunting, should be enjoyable and enlightening. 
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How to use this coursebook 
The purpose of this coursebook is to supplement your school curriculum and 
complement the texts that have been chosen for more detailed study. The terms and 
concepts outlined in this book will help you explore both the literary and non-literary 
texts you are working on in class.

The coursebook is divided into four parts, which correspond to the four parts of the 
English language and literature course. Each part consists of two chapters, which each 
explore the course content from a different perspective. The chapters are divided into 
units, covering different topics within each chapter. Each unit is built around carefully 
chosen texts and activities, so that you can apply what you have learned. There are 
more activities which invite you to apply the theory you have learned to your own 
work. The final unit in most of the chapters concentrates on the appropriate form of 
assessment for that part of the course. The assessment-linked units include sample 
student responses, for both written and oral assessments, examiner’s or teacher’s 
comments and tips for maximising your success.

The coursebook also contains several special features, which are designed to add to 
your learning experience. These are outlined below. 

Activities
The numbered activities in the coursebook provide a bridge between theory and 
practice. They aim to engage you both with the texts used in this book and with the 
texts you are studying throughout your course. The activities range from matching 
exercises and drawing Venn diagrams to comparing different texts, from individual work 
to whole-class discussions. You have plenty of opportunity to improve your skills and 
give your opinion. While many activities test your understanding of the content of this 
coursebook, you should approach them as starting points for further discussion and 
exploration of what you have covered in the course as a whole. 

Figures
The pictures and diagrams in this coursebook aim to provide more than just a means  
of making the pages look attractive. They form the basis for discussion, help illustrate 
course content, give context to texts and create memorable learning experiences. 

Key terms
Key terms are highlighted when they are first used (in bold green type or 
bold white in boxes). They are used in context and supported with illustrative 
examples. Nearby, on the same page or spread, you will find a clear 
definition of the key terms. In addition, a glossary of all the key terms can be 

found at the back of the book, so that you can refer back to a term and remind yourself 
of the definition. 

Quotes
Quotes are useful for generating classroom discussion. You will find numerous short, 
thought-provoking quotes in the margin of this coursebook, offering further insight 
into the content of the main text. You may want to use some of them in your oral 
presentations and written work.

Discussion
Most texts are accompanied by discussion boxes. These quotes are designed 
to engage you with the text and stimulate critical analysis. While there are no 
right or wrong answers to these questions, you are encouraged to come up 
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with informal answers. Classroom discussions provide good preparation for the internal 
oral assessment.

Further resources
These boxes will suggest where to go for a deeper understanding of a 
particular theory. Because different resources suit different students, you 
will find suggestions for a wide range of media, including books, websites, 
anthologies and documentaries. 

Tips
The tip boxes are there to guide you with advice and effective learning 
strategies. They help you prepare for your exam and focus on the core 
content of the course. 

Higher level (HL) activities
Higher level students are expected to go deeper into the course material than 
at standard level, exploring the same concepts with more examples, and 
beyond the SL course material – adding new concepts and theory to your 
repertoire. The higher level boxes give you suggestions for extensions to the 

core studies of the course, including challenging activities and engaging ideas. They 
encourage HL students to become owners of the course material by creating a library of 
texts, researching texts further and preparing work for other students in the class. 

Extended essays
As part of the core curriculum of the IB Diploma, you have to write an 
extended essay of up to 4000 words. The extended essay boxes in this 
coursebook give you plenty of ideas and sample titles to help you narrow 
your focus and explore relevant topics in depth. If you choose not to write 

your extended essay on English language and literature, you will nevertheless find the 
ideas here useful for instigating classroom discussion.

Theory of knowledge (TOK) boxes
How do you know what you know? This question captures the essence of 
TOK, an essential part of the core curriculum of the IB Diploma. As you 
read through this coursebook, you will come across TOK boxes with many 
‘knowledge issues’ – deeper, epistemological problems such as Can we avoid 

cultural bias when analysing texts? What constitutes the ‘literary arts’? or Do the media reflect 
or determine reality? These questions and others you will meet in this coursebook serve 
as starting points for your TOK essay or presentation. You can explore these questions 
during your TOK or English language and literature lessons.

Now over to you!
You are about to embark on a rigorous and stimulating course, which will require many 
hours of study. To acquire the skills you need, you must practise working with texts and 
language regularly. This book will help you to refine those skills and point you in the 
right direction.

There will be rewards for your hard work. As well as achieving a good result in 
your exam, you will also develop an appreciation of the literary arts; an ability to 
identify different stylistic devices and structural elements in a wide range of texts; 
and a greater awareness of the world around you and how language is used for many 
different purposes.
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